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Fort Chambly was a frontier establishment on the 
Richelieu River between Lake Champlain and the St. 
Lawrence River in Quebec, Canada. Miville-Des- 
chenes attempts in this small volume to analyze the 
archaeologically recovered objects (essentially “‘object”’ 
= minimum number of ceramic vessels, pipes, etc.) in 
terms of the categories work on materials, acquisition, 
consumption, social and ideological objects, and un- 
determined objects. Numbers of objects are converted 
to percentages in each category and plotted on a bar 
graph for each of four strata from the site. The strata 
consist of the remains of the First Wooden Fort, 1665- 
1702; the ash layer, 1702; the Second Wooden Fort, 
1702-1709; and the Stone Fort, 1709-1760. Percent- 
ages are compared between strata for similarity. The 
ash layer assemblage is closer to the first fort than the 
second (replacement) fort, but the percentage differ- 
ences are not strikingly different. The sample size is 
very small— 1086 — including objects not found in con- 
text. The recovery ofa single object makes a noticeable 
difference in the percentages. The category of “‘con- 
sumption” contains the most objects and it is further 
broken down into the subcategories of food, narcotics 
and stimulants, medication, clothing, personal care, 
and construction. Food is the most common subcat- 
egory. 

The second part of this work utilizes contemporary 
documents, the archaeological occurrences, and the 
percentages from the first part to reconstruct something 
of the nonmilitary lifeway of the soldiers at the stone 
fort. This is the most interesting part of the publication. 

Fort Mackinac is on Mackinac Island in the western 
part of Lake Huron, not far from the mainland site of 
Fort Michilimackinac and Mackinaw City, Michigan. 
The report covers preliminary investigations of the 
provision storehouse. The first structure on the site was 
moved from Fort Michilimackinac in 1780-1781. The 
structure lasted until about 1827, when it was torn 
down and replaced with a new structure that burned 
before it was finished. In 1828 a new structure was 
built, the still-standing “hospital.” Besides use as a 
storehouse and, later, as a hospital, the structure was 
used for other purposes, i.e., as a barracks and as a 
tailor and shoe-repair shop. 

The limited excavations revealed a multitude of 
strata, each of which meticulously is detailed, analyzed, 
and dated. Comparisons are made between frequency 
of artifact categories at Fort Michilimackinac and Fort 
Mackinac and between Fort Mackinac and various de- 
positional patterns that have been defined in the his- 
torical-archaeology literature. Intrasite comparisons are 
presented, as is a preliminary analysis of the faunal 
data. 

This publication is a fine addition to the impressive 
publication series of the Mackinac Island State Park 
Commission. 


The Scientific Study of Flint and Chert, Proceedings of 
the Fourth International Flint Symposium Held at 
Brighton Polytechnic 10-15 April 1983. G. DE G. 
SIEVEKING and M. B. HART, editors. Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, 1986. xiii + 290 pp. 
$79.50 (cloth). 


Reviewed by Jack Donahue, University of Pittsburgh. 


AMERICAN ANTIQUITY 


[Vol. 54, No. 3, 1989] 


This volume consists of a collection of 32 papers 
with a central theme revolving about the topic of flint 
and chert. The book is based on a series of papers 
presented at the Fourth International Flint Sympo- 
sium. A companion volume, The Human Uses of Flint 
and Chert, exists and in combination, these two books 
document the purpose of the International Flint Sym- 
posium, founded by the Dutch Geological Association 
in 1969, and held every four to five years. The purpose 
is to foster interdisciplinary research in the fields of 
geology and archaeology. 

The volume begins with a discussion of the relation 
between flint stratigraphy and archaeology (Paper 1). 
Ten of the papers (Papers 2~11) relate to the origin of 
flint and chert in the Cretaceous Chalks of England and 
Europe and to their use as stratigraphic markers within 
the chalk sequence. These are geological studies that 
provide the archaeologist with an understanding of the 
origin, distribution, and range of variation of flint and 
chert within the Cretaceous Chalks. Seven contribu- 
tions (Papers 15—21) discuss Quaternary problems. The 
topics range from secondary transport of flints as grav- 
els to the use of pollen or molluscan assemblages in 
reconstructing Quaternary environments. Eleven of the 
papers (Papers 22-32) deal with analytical methods for 
studying silica. The use of the SEM, image analysis, 
plasma atomic-emission spectrometry, magnetic res- 
onance, ESR spectroscopy, and thermoluminescence 
dating, as well as examination of surface textures caused 
under glacial conditions, are covered. Finally, three 
contributions (Papers 12-14) specifically look at pro- 
venience studies within archaeological sites. This book 
will be quite useful for anyone interested in flint and 
chert and their occurrence at archaeological sites. 


Excavations at Sitagroi, a Prehistoric Village in North- 
east Greece, Volume 1. COLIN RENFREW, MAR- 
IJA GIMBUTAS, and ERNESTINES. ELSTER, ed- 
itors. Monumenta Archaeologica Vol. 13. Institute 
of Archaeology, University of California, Los An- 
geles, 1986. xxiii + 510 pp., tables, figures, color 
plates, plates, biblio., indices. $48.00 (cloth). 


Reviewed by H. Arthur Bankoff, Brooklyn College. 


This first volume of a two-volume monograph on 
the prehistoric settlement mound of Sitagroi in East 
Macedonia combines a full presentation of the problem 
orientation, theoretical background, and history of the 
project with specialist studies of the environmental 
setting, the settlement pattern, the culture sequence, 
and the figurine and pottery finds from Phases I (latter 
half of the sixth millenium B.C.) through V (mid-third 
millenium B.C.). 

The project has clarified the hitherto largely un- 
known Neolithic through Early Bronze Age culture se- 
quence of an area that provides a link between the 
Aegean and inland southeastern Europe. The long 
stratigraphic sequence, assisted by an extensive series 
of radiocarbon dates, allows manifold connections with 
neighboring areas, chronological precision, and data 
for consideration of synchronism or priority of crucial 
technological developments. A major processual focus 
concerned tracing the relation between changing en- 
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vironment and the exploitation of that environment 
by the human population as seen in the settlement 
pattern, and the changing spectrum of subsistence as 
reflected in plant crops and animal husbandry. A sec- 
ond processual concern was the investigation of the 
pyrotechnological development of the area in relation 
to subsistence and exchange. Both the spatial-temporal 
and processual concerns are well addressed in sepa- 
rately authored specialist chapters. Complete docu- 


mentation, including copious drawings and plates, cat- 
alogs, frequency tables, and histograms of the ceramic 
finds, tables of bone measurements on which the fau- 
nal-analysis conclusions are based, as well as the usual 
plans, schematics, and profiles of the excavated areas, 
bears testimony to the authors’ firm belief that a pri- 
mary aim of this volume is to provide a well-docu- 
mented account, appropriately illustrated, of the finds 
of an excavation. They have succeeded admirably. 


PLOUGH, SWORD, AND BOOK 


The Structure of Human History 
Ernest Gellner 


Eminent historian and anthropologist Gellner advances a com- 
prehensive philosophy of history from the Neolithic age to the 


present. 


‘*Gellner has produced a sharp challenge to his colleagues 
and a thrilling book for the nonspecialist. Deductive history on 
this scale cannot be proved right or wrong, but this is Gellner 
writing, incisive, iconoclastic, witty, and expert. —Adam 


Kuper, New Statesman 
Cloth $24.95 288 pages 


CURRENT PALEOETHNOBOTANY 


Analytical Methods and Cultural Interpretations of Archaeological Plant Remains 
Edited by Christine A. Hastorf and Virginia S. Popper 


Combining case studies and theoretical discussions, this volume explores a wide range of issues 
relevant to collecting, analyzing, and interpreting plant remains to provide accurate information about 
past human societies. The contributors offer data on specific regions as well as information on the 
basic techniques of paleoethnobotany. 

Paper $9.95 248 pages 


=== Library cloth edition $24.95 
=æ Prehistoric Archeology and Ecology series 
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